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Abstract: - The increasing prevalence of Learning Management Systems (LMS) in higher education worldwide 
highlights the importance of investigating LMS effectiveness. This is especially pivotal for the successful 
execution of the national agenda promoting globalized online education. Given the near-mandatory nature of 
LMS adoption in higher education, the emphasis shifts from the intention to use the LMS to understanding how 
the utilization of LMS contributes to its effectiveness. The premise is that students who actively engage with 
the LMS are likely to perceive it as an effective tool for their educational needs. Therefore, this study aims to 
construct a model for LMS effectiveness within Malaysian universities, utilizing the Technology Acceptance 
Model (TAM) with LMS use as the mediating factor. The fundamental TAM factors, along with two additional 
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elements: student self-efficacy and student attitude have been employed as predictor variables. Our Partial 
Least Squares analysis results reveal a noteworthy mediating role of LMS use in the relationship between 
student self-efficacy and LMS effectiveness, as well as between student attitude and LMS effectiveness. 
Moreover, the impact of LMS use on LMS effectiveness is found to be substantial.  
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1   Introduction 
The Learning Management System (LMS), which 
contains significant functions towards facilitating 
student learning, has the potential to increase 
learning effectiveness because it also gives freedom 
of learning accessibility irrespective of time and 
location. The advantages of the LMS include the 
availability of a flexible set of learning activities in 
the form of forums, assignments, quizzes, and 
workshops, the automation of reminders to users 
such as instructions and important dates, and the 
compatibility of communication methods among 
users within the same system, [1], [2]. LMS 
effectiveness is fundamental to students’ motivation 
in online studies. Different concepts of 
measurement have been employed to examine the 
effectiveness of learning technologies including 
LMS. The performance and actual accomplishment 
have been used to evaluate LMS effectiveness, [3]. 
The LMS efficiency has been measured with respect 
to user-system interaction. The efficiency of the 
LMS can be measured by the time required to 
complete the task and accuracy of task completion, 
[4]. The LMS effectiveness has also been measured 
in respect of performance and satisfaction, [5]. 
However, such a measurement is situational and 
time-bound since it considers only prior experiences 
and ignores the evaluation of potential learning 
opportunities and benefits. This study has been 
carried out to examine the effectiveness of LMS in 
higher education from the impressions of students 
towards LMS. The motivation behind the present 
study is the necessity of attaining LMS effectiveness 
in the teaching-learning process, [6]. 

To assess the potential learning opportunities 
and benefits for learners, researchers have employed 
students’ perception of potential learning of the 
learning technology. Researchers have considered 
the perception of potential learning of the 
technology by students to measure the effectiveness 
of the technology, [7], [8]. 

The Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) has 
been employed in various applications to examine 
the Educational Technological Systems employment 

of Edmodo Content Management Systems (ECMS) 
in learning platforms, [9] and YouTube as a shot for 
teaching-learning, [10]. A systematic review of 
TAM in learning and teaching has concluded that 
TAM is a prevailing model, [11]. The outcomes of 
that systematic review of articles also establish that 
perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use are 
the antecedent variables that affect acceptance of 
technology, such as LMS, and both the variables are 
fundamental in TAM. However, other than the 
fundamental variables, students’ attitudes and 
students’ self-efficacy have also been employed in 
the TAM framework. 

It has been shown that student attitude has a 
significant effect on LMS use, [12], [13] as well as 
towards LMS usage behavioral intention, [14], [15]. 
Meanwhile, student self-efficacy has been found to 
have a significant influence on LMS use, [16]. In a 
study where LMS use is considered self-directed 
learning, student self-efficacy was found to be a 
driving factor, [17]. Therefore, enhanced student 
self-efficacy is a factor capable of encouraging LMS 
use, [18]. 

E-learning is in the National Key Result Area of 
the Malaysian Ministry of Higher Education with 
globalized online education as a national agenda, 
[19]. For the realization of the success scenario of 
the globalized online education agenda of Malaysia, 
it is crucial to observe the LMS effectiveness among 
students in terms of the potential enhancement of 
their learning experience and benefits. In a study on 
LMS effectiveness, it has been asserted that 
insignificant results of certain variables towards 
LMS use could be possible because LMS use is 
almost mandatory for the students, [20]. 
Nevertheless, further results of that study indicate a 
significant relationship between LMS use and LMS 
effectiveness. 

Taking into consideration the immense 
deployment of the LMS and the almost mandatory 
utilization of the LMS in universities, it is relevant 
to focus on how the LMS use would lead to LMS 
effectiveness, where students who embrace the LMS 
would probably find that the LMS is effective. 

WSEAS TRANSACTIONS on BUSINESS and ECONOMICS 
DOI: 10.37394/23207.2024.21.169

Lubna A. Hussein, Khalid Alqarni, 
Mohd F. Hilmi, Mohamed F. Agina, 

Nawal Shirawia, Khalid I. Abdelreheem, 
Thowayeb Hassan, Mohammad A. Tashtoush

E-ISSN: 2224-2899 2068 Volume 21, 2024



Moreover, LMS use has been found to have a 
significant effect on LMS effectiveness among 
students, indicating that the effectiveness of learning 
is the result of higher LMS use, [21]. Therefore, 
LMS use should be considered as a mediation factor 
in modeling LMS effectiveness. Hence, the purpose 
of this study is to determine significant factors that 
contribute to the LMS effectiveness among 
university students in Malaysia based on the TAM 
framework, with LMS use as the mediating factor 
between the predictor variables and LMS 
effectiveness. 

In this paper, the first section explains the 
background and motivational aspects of the study. 
Section 2 provides the theoretical background of the 
TAM model used in this study, while a detailed 
description of the proposed research model is given 
in Section 3, which includes the formulation of 
hypotheses. Section 4 elaborates on the methods, 
and the results are explained in Section 5. A 
discussion of the results pertaining to the formulated 
hypotheses is given in Section 6, while Section 7 
provides a summary, including the implications of 
the study as well as possible future research. 
 
 
2   Theoretical Backgrounds 
Initially introduced by [22], TAM is a framework 
for technology adoption. Its initial focus is to predict 
and assess user willingness to accept technology 
using two core variables. TAM investigates the 
relationships between its core variables: perceived 
usefulness of the technology and perceived ease of 
use, with user attitude, and with the behavioral 
intention of technology adoption. In the framework, 
intention to adopt the technology and user attitude 
toward the technology is expected to be impacted by 
both core factors. 

In education, there has been a great deal of 
research studies involving the TAM framework, 
indicating the immense applicability of the model 
framework for e-learning in general, [23], [24], [25], 
[26] and for the LMS, [27], [28], [29]. Several 
studies on the LMS based on the framework of 
TAM have been carried out to study usage and 
adoption in Malaysia, [30], [31]. Therefore, TAM is 
a credible model for assessing the utilization of 
technology in the context of education. 
 

 

3   Research Framework 
This study focuses on the mediation effect of LMS 
use towards the prediction of LMS effectiveness. In 
the proposed model, LMS effectiveness is the 

dependent variable while student self-efficacy, 
student attitude, and the two core factors of TAM 
are the predictor variables. LMS use is considered 
the mediating variable between the four predictor 
variables and the dependent variable LMS 
effectiveness. In this study, the predictor variables 
are utilized as exogenous variables which means 
that each of them is not influenced by other 
variables in the framework. 
 

3.1 Learning Management System 

 Effectiveness 
Learning effectiveness generally refers to the extent 
to which learners believe that their knowledge and 
skills have been developed or enhanced, [32]. 
Learners anticipate that using LMS will assist them 
in their pursuit of knowledge more efficiently. The 
more they perceive the effectiveness of the LMS, 
the more the motivation of the learners to use the 
LMS, [33]. 

Learning effectiveness has been studied 
extensively and its definition has been 
operationalized in various ways, from the utilization 
of actual measures such as assessment marks to 
perception-based measures. Learners can be asked 
to give opinions on how effective a certain learning 
aid is in assisting them with learning, [34]. LMS 
effectiveness (LE) refers to how well the students 
believe that they have enhanced their knowledge 
and skills through the LMS,. 

In this study, the operational definition of LMS 
effectiveness is the extent to of learners’ believe that 
the LMS can assist them in acquiring knowledge, 
skills, and motivation.  

 
3.2   Learning Management System Use 
LMS usage typically refers to the extent of learners’ 
usage of the LMS. The basic idea is that the higher 
the usage of a technological system, the higher the 
success of system utilization, [35]. With respect to 
the LMS, the higher the frequency and efficiency of 
use, the higher the likeliness of improving learning 
outcomes, [36]. Although LMS use can be measured 
as the actual use by students, this form of 
measurement is limited to specific circumstances of 
student learning. Therefore, this study employs a 
more general measurement where the operational 
definition of LMS use (LU) is the extent to which 
students believe they embrace the use of the LMS. 
 
3.3  Perceived Usefulness 
Perceived usefulness refers to the extent of the 
learners’ belief that using the LMS would enhance 
their learning performance, [37]. Research suggests 
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that the acceptability of LMS can be greatly 
influenced by how users view its usefulness in terms 
of enhancing learning performance and value, [38]. 
Students will not hesitate to use the LMS if they 
believe that it will help them achieve their academic 
goals. Moreover, the utilization of the LMS would 
be more evident as students recognized its 
practicality. 

The operational concept of perceived usefulness 
(PU) in this study refers to the degree to which 
students consider that using an LMS can enhance 
their learning process and productivity. 
The hypothesis relating perceived usefulness and 
LMS use is formulated as follows: 
H1: Perceived usefulness has a positive impact on 
the learning management system use. 
 
3.4   Perceived Ease of Use 
Students' perceived ease of use of the educational 
learning system is defined as their belief that 
utilizing it will be simple and won't take 
unnecessary effort, [26]. Put another way, it's the 
amount of work they expect to put in to be able to 
use the LMS. As students become capable of 
dealing with LMS effortlessly, their LMS use would 
be enhanced, [37]. 

In this study, the operational definition of 
perceived ease of use (PEOU) is the extent to which 
a student believes that very minimal effort 
physically and mentally would be involved in using 
the LMS. The hypothesis relating perceived ease of 
use and LMS use is formulated as follows: 
H2: Perceived ease of use has a positive impact on 
the learning management system use. 
 
3.5   Student Self-efficacy  
High self-efficacy has been found to be important in 
online learning towards self-directed learning, [39]. 
Generally, self-efficacy is the degree of students’ 
belief in their capabilities to achieve a specific 
outcome, [26], [40]. It is considered important 
towards the embracement of online learning 
including the LMS, [18], [41].  

In this study, the operational definition of 
student self-efficacy (SSE) is the degree to which 
students believe in their capabilities and skills to use 
the LMS towards achieving some specific 
outcomes. Students with higher level of confidence 
in their capabilities to achieve their learning 
outcome through the LMS would have a higher 
level of LMS use. Therefore, the hypothesis relating 
student self-efficacy and LMS use is formulated as 
follows: 
H3: Student self-efficacy has a positive impact on 
the learning management system use. 

3.6   Student Attitude 
Student attitude can be defined as the extent of the 
student’s belief that the LMS is capable and useful 
towards completing their study activities such as 
exams and assignments, [40], [42]. 

 In the current study, the operational definition of 
student attitude (SA) is the degree to which students 
believe in the capabilities and advantages of the 
LMS and the amount of introductory work required 
to use the LMS. A student with a high level of 
confidence in the LMS would believe that LMS use 
would be useful in their studies. This leads to the 
following hypothesis relating to student attitude and 
LMS use is formulated as follows:  
H4: SA has a positive impact on the LMS use. 
 
3.7   Formulation of Hypotheses 
This study considers the dependent variable, LMS 
effectiveness, and LMS use, as mediation factors 
between LMS effectiveness and each of the 4-
predictor variables. However, the corresponding 
hypotheses are formulated as follows: 
H5: Learning management system use has a 
positive impact on learning management system 
effectiveness. 
H6: Learning management system use mediates the 
relationship between perceived usefulness and 
learning management system effectiveness.  
H7: Learning management system use mediates the 
relationship between perceived ease of use and 
learning management system effectiveness.   
H8: Learning management system use mediates the 
relationship between student self-efficacy and 
learning management system effectiveness.   
H9: Learning management system use mediates the 
relationship between student attitude and learning 
management system effectiveness.   
 
 
4   Methodology 
In this vein, the target population of the study is 
LMS users among students at public universities in 
Malaysia. These universities have been selected 
where both utilize Moodle-based LMS platforms.  

Data has been gathered using a convenience 
sampling strategy. Convenience sampling is a form 
of non-probability sampling approach in which the 
sample is drawn from a group of people who are 
easy to contact or reach.  

To investigate the predictors of LMS 
effectiveness, an online survey questionnaire has 
been used in this study. Data collection has been 
conducted through a GOOGLE form. The links to 
the form have been shared with the students through 
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the WhatsApp group of lecturers as well as through 
emails of the students.  

The questionnaire contains two sections: the 
first section is about the demographic profile of the 
participants, while the second section is about the 
responses of the participants regarding key 
constructs of the research framework.  

For Section One, the total of 212 respondents, 
female and male respondents constitute 66% 
(n=140) and 34% (n =72) respectively. In terms of 
age category of the respondents, the youngsters aged 
18 to 20 hold the highest percentage at 58.5% 
(n=124), and the second highest percentage consists 
of those aged above 24 years old at 29.7% (n=63), 
while the remaining 11.8% (n=25) are in the age 
category of 21.  

The Second section of the questionnaire focuses 
on responses regarding the key constructs of the 
research framework. This section consists of 22 
items capturing responses on a seven-point Likert 
scale ranging from (1) "Strongly disagree" to (7) 
"Strongly agree". The details of the construct 
measurement which have been adopted from 
previous studies are given in Table 1. 

 

 

5   Findings 
The analysis of the data obtained from the 
questionnaire items has been done using the PLS 
method. The PLS analysis consists of two steps. In 
the first step, the measurement model is assessed 
through several indicators, and this is followed by 
the assessment of the structural model in the second 
step, which involves the testing of the formulated 
hypotheses.  
 
5.1   Measurement Model   
The first step in the two-step PLS analysis involves 
the assessment of the measurement model. The 
assessment of the individual measurement construct 
is based upon values of construct main loadings, 
values of average variance extracted (AVE), values 
of Cronbach’s alpha, and composite reliability (CR).  

As a general requirement, all the main loading 
values should be more than 0.708 while the CR 
value for each construct should be more than 0.7, 
[43]. Cronbach's alpha values between 0.8 and 0.9 
are considered very well, while values greater than 
0.9 are considered exceptional, [44]. 

The AVE measures the level of variance 
expressed by a construct in comparison to the level 
of variance due to measurement error where values 
above 0.7 are considered very good whereas values 

as low as 0.5 are acceptable for indicating 
convergent validity, [43].  

 

Table 1. Construct Measurement 

Construct Code Questionnaire Items 
Sourc

e 

Perceived 
usefulness 

PU1 Using LMS will allow me 
to accomplish learning 
tasks more quickly. 

[37] 

PU2 Using LMS will make it 
easier to learn course 
content. 

PU3 Using LMS will increase 
my learning productivity. 

PU4 Using LMS will enhance 
my effectiveness in 
learning.  

Perceived 
ease of use 

 

PEOU1 I find it easy to get LMS 
to do what I want it to do. 

[37] 

PEOU2 My interaction with the 
LMS is clear and 
understandable. 

PEOU3 It is easy for me to 
become skillful at using 
the LMS. 

PEOU4 It is easy to get materials 
from the LMS. 

Student 
Self-
efficacy 

SSE1 I feel confident when 
using the LMS 
applications. 

[40] 

SSE2 I enjoy using the LMS 
application and its 
functionalities. 

SSE3 LMS has led to an 
improvement in my 
learning skills and 
performance. 

SSE4 I have a high level of 
skills in using the internet 
for LMS. 

Student 
Attitude 

 

SA1 I believe that LMS is a 
very useful tool for online 
courses. 

[40] 

SA2 I believe that LMS can be 
integrated with 
conventional learning to 
receive the benefits of 
both learning methods 

SA3 The LMS platform 
provides flexibility 
toward learning. 

SA4 I believe a level of 
training and assistance is 
required when introduced 
to LMS. 

LMS Use  

LU 1 Using LMS is a good 
idea. 

[36] LU 2 Working with LMS is a 
pleasure. 

LU 3 I like working with LMS. 

LMS 
Effectivene
ss  

LE1 The LMS can assist in 
learning performance. 

[7] LE2 The LMS can assist 
learning effectively. 

LE3 The LMS can assist in 
learning motivation. 
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The results of the assessment of the 
measurement model are tabulated in Table 2. The 
main loading values of all the construct items 
utilized in this study have been observed to be more 
than 0.8 where the minimum value of the main 
loading is 0.889 and the maximum value is 0.958, 
which subsequently meets the assessment 
requirement of more than 0.708. It is also found that 
all the AVE values of all the constructs are greater 
than 0.7, which shows that the convergent validity is 
confirmed. As for Cronbach’s alpha, the values 
observed for each of the six constructs employed in 
this study are considered exceptional where all of 
them are found to be greater than 0.9. Meanwhile, 
for the CR, which is a less biased estimate of 
reliability than Cronbach’s alpha, it has been found 
that the obtained values are all larger than 0.7, 
which indicates high levels of internal reliability of 
the constructs.  

 
Table 2. Results of measurement construct 

assessment 
Construct Item Main 

loadin

g 

AVE Cronbach’

s alpha 

CR 

Perceived 
usefulness 

PU1 0.908 0.82
7 

0.93 0.95 
PU2 0.902 
PU3 0.913 
PU4 0.916 

Perceived 
ease of use 

 

PEOU
1 

0.891 0.82
1 

0.927 0.94
8 

PEOU
2 

0.923 

PEOU
3 

0.920 

PEOU
4 

0.889 

Student 
self-
efficacy 

SSE1 0.894 0.81
8 

0.926 0.94
7 SSE2 0.913 

SSE3 0.907 
SSE4 0.904 

Student 
attitude 

SA1 0.916 0.83
9 

0.936 0.95
4 SA2 0.910 

SA3 0.933 
SA4 0.905 

LMS use LU1 0.927 0.87
7 

0.929 0.95
5 LU2 0.958 

LU3 0.923 
LMS 
effectivenes
s 

LE1 0.940 0.87
1 

0.926 0.95
3 LE2 0.943 

LE3 0.916 
 

We use the discriminant validity criterion to 
evaluate the individual measurement construct in 
relation to other constructs in the same model. The 
aim is to emphasize the uniqueness of each 
construct in the suggested model. This investigation 
employs the, [45] criterion for discriminant validity. 
Based on the need that a given construct has more 

variance with its own indicators than with any other 
construct in the model, this criterion was developed. 
The square root of the AVE values for each 
construct must be greater than the squared 
correlation values of that construct with any other 
construct in order to satisfy this criterion, [43]. 

The obtained square roots of the AVEs for the 
constructs used in this study are given in bold print 
in Table 3.  It can be observed that each square root 
value of the AVEs for the respective construct is 
greater than all the off-diagonal values, indicating 
that the required discriminant validity has been 
achieved for each construct.   

 
Table 3. Results of discriminant validity of 

constructs 
Construct 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Perceived 
ease of use 0.906      

Perceived 
usefulness 0.870 0.910     

Student 
attitude 0.814 0.808 0.916    

Student self-
efficacy 0.837 0.828 0.870 0.905   

LMS 
effectiveness 0.794 0.809 0.870 0.842 0.936  

LMS use 0.836 0.860 0.800 0.798 0.834 0.933 

Note: The values given in bold in the diagonals are the square 

root of the AVE of the respective construct. All the off-diagonal 

values represent the squared correlations of the respective pair 

of constructs 

 
5.2 Structural Model and Hypothesis Testing  
The second step in the two-step PLS analysis is the 
assessment of the structural model. Towards the 
assessment of path relationship with respect to the 
formulated hypotheses based on the proposed 
model, a standard bootstrapping procedure in PLS 
has been carried out. The hypothesis testing results 
of H1-H5 are tabulated in Table 4 and the 
illustration of the path analysis for direct effects is 
depicted in Figure 1. The exogenous and 
endogenous variables used in this study have also 
been clearly illustrated in Figure 1. An exogenous 
variable has paths leading to other variables but with 
no paths leading to it while an endogenous variable 
must have at least one path leading to it.  For the 
endogeneous variables in this study, LU has four 
direct paths leading to it and LE has one.  

From the corresponding t-values in Figure 1, it 
can be observed that among the four exogenous or 
predictor variables for LU, three variables are 
significant. For example, the results for the 
exogenous variable PU for LU are significant with a 
t-value of 1.885 (t >1.645; p<0.05). Three direct 
paths PU  LU, SSE  LU, and SA  LU are 
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significant indicating that hypotheses H1, H3, and 
H4 are supported. As can be seen in Table 4, the 
three significant predictor variables for LU have 
positive coefficient values indicating the existence 
of a positive relationship as stated in the hypotheses. 
Among them, the variable SA has been found to 
have the highest coefficient value of +0.477. Effect 
size can be used to assess the contribution or the 
strength of the predictor variables towards the 
endogenous variable. Generally, values of 0.02, 
0.15, and 0.35 have been used to categorize effect 
sizes into small, medium, and large categories, 
respectively, [46]. Table 4 also tabulates the effect 
size of the variables with respect to the direct effect 
on the endogenous variable LU where the three 
significant predictor variables have been found to be 
of large effect size with SA having the largest effect 
size of 0.241 followed by 0.047 for SSE and 0.039 
for PU. 

It can also be observed from Figure 1 that for 
the relationship between two endogenous variables 
LU and LE, the direct path LU  LE is found to be 
significant with a t-value of 22.267 (t>3.092; 
p<0.001). Consequently, hypothesis H5 is 
supported.  In terms of effect size, the effect of LU 
on LE is in the large category where the value is 
2.277 as tabulated in Table 4. 

 

Table 4. Hypothesis testing of direct effect 

 
For the analysis of the mediation effect of the 

four relationships in the PLS structural model as 
hypothesized in hypotheses H6-H9, two mediating 
relationships of SSE  LU  LE with t-value of 
2.310 (t>1.96; p<0.05) and of SA  LU  LE with 
t-value of 6.432 (t>2.58; p<0.01) have been found to 
be significant. Consequently, hypotheses H8 and H9 
are supported as indicated in Table 5. The positive 
values of 0.187 and 0.398 tabulated in Table 5 for 
the path coefficients of the mediation effect in the 
PLS structural model for the two significant 
mediating relationships indicate the existence of a 

positive relationship as formulated in hypotheses H8 
and H9, respectively. 

 

 
Fig. 1: PLS-Path analysis results of t-value 

 
Table 5. Hypothesis testing of mediation effect 

Hypothesis 
Path 

coefficient 
Result 

H6: PU  LU  LE
  0.164 H6 Not 

Supported 
H7: PEOU  LU  
LE 0.040 H7 Not 

Supported 
H8: SSE  LU  LE
   0.187 H8 Supported* 

H9: SA  LU  LE
   0.398 H9 

Supported** 
Note: *p<0.05, t>1.96, **p<0.01, t>2.58 (two tailed) 

 

To measure the predictive accuracy of the 
structural model, coefficient of determination values 
widely known as R2 are obtained for the two 
endogenous variables LU and LE. The value of R2 
ranges from 0 to 1 where values higher than 0.75 are 
considered indicators of substantial predictive 
accuracy, and lower values which are higher than 
0.5 are considered indicators of moderate accuracy 
while lower values that are higher than 0.25 are 
considered indicator of weak accuracy, [43]. Based 
on the results portrayed in Table 6, the predictive 
accuracy for LU has been found to be substantial 
accuracy while for LE it is considered moderate. 
The predictive accuracy for mediator variable LU 
shows that the predictor variables used in this study 
can explain 80% of the variance in LU; the 
remaining 20% could be due to other variables not 
included in this study. For the dependent variable 
LE, the resulting predictive accuracy indicates that 
the variables under study contribute to 69.5% of the 

Hypothesis 
Path 

coefficient 
Result 

Effect 

size 

H1: PU  LU 0.197 H1 Supported* 0.039 
H2: PEOU  
LU 0.048 H2 Not 

Supported 0.002 

H3: SSE  
LU 0.224 H3 Supported* 0.047 

H4: SA  LU 0.477 H4 
Supported*** 0.241 

H5: LU  LE 0.834 H5 
Supported*** 2.277 

Note: *p<0.05, t>1.645; **p<0.01, t>2.327; ***p<0.001, 

t>3.092 (one-tailed)  
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variance in LE; the remaining 30.5% may be due to 
other variables not included in this study. 

 
Table 6. Predictive accuracy of endogenous 

variables 
Endogenous Variable R2 Level of Accuracy 

LMS usage (LU) 0.8 Substantial  
LMS efficiency (LE) 0.695 Moderate 

 
 
6   Discussion  
In the first step of the two-step PLS analysis 
procedure of the proposed relationship model for 
LMS effectiveness, the measurement model has 
been successfully established with each individual 
construct having a high level of internal reliability 
and with the required discriminant validity. The 
second step of the procedure, which establishes the 
structural model, yields results pertaining to the 
testing of the formulated hypotheses. 

For the direct effects of the relationship of the 
predictor variables with LMS use, results indicate 
that hypotheses H1, H3, and H4 are supported, 
which implies that three predictor variables are 
significant. Perceived usefulness, one of the TAM 
core variables, has a positive impact on LMS use by 
the students, while there is no evidence for the effect 
of perceived ease of use, the other TAM core 
variable, towards LMS use. In addition, there is a 
significant impact of student self-efficacy on LMS 
use. However, according to the effect size of the 
large category, student attitude has a significantly 
larger impact. Further results of direct effects also 
indicate that hypothesis H5 is supported, indicating 
that LMS use has a positive impact on LMS 
effectiveness. This implies that when students 
embrace the system, they will find the LMS more 
effective. 

The findings in this research are like several 
studies on LMS usage. Student attitude has been 
found to be significant in distance learning in 
Malaysia, [31], while student self-efficacy has a 
significant effect in distance learning in Australia, 
[39]. Regarding the predictor variable perceived 
usefulness, similar significant findings have been 
found in studies on behavioral intention to use LMS 
in Uganda [47], the Philippines [48], Iran [49] and 
Turkey [41] giving support to the results of this 
research. For perceived ease of use, similarly, this 
variable has been found to be insignificant for the 
study on LMS in Uganda, [47]. Interestingly, a 
similar finding has been observed for this variable in 
the well-known study from the 1980s on behavioral 
intention to use certain computer software, where it 
has been suggested that the insignificance is due to 

the familiarity of the students with that computer 
software, [50]. In this research, the demographic 
data indicate that 70.3% of the respondents are of 
age below 24. As such, the respondents would 
belong to the generation of “digital natives,” 
consisting of youngsters whose lives has been 
integrated with digital devices and technologies, 
[19]. Therefore, for this research, the insignificance 
of perceived ease of use is probably also due to the 
familiarity of the respondents with technologies 
including the LMS. However, several studies have 
reported perceived ease of use as significant towards 
intention to use the LMS, [41], [48], contradicting 
the results in this research. 

For the indirect effect or the mediating effect of 
LMS use on LMS effectiveness, hypotheses H8 and 
H9 are supported. Therefore, the mediation of LMS 
use between student self-efficacy and LMS 
effectiveness as well as between student attitude and 
LMS effectiveness are significant. Since hypotheses 
H6 and H7 are not supported, it is concluded that 
the indirect relationships of perceived usefulness 
and perceived ease of use with the mediation of 
LMS use are insignificant in predicting LMS 
effectiveness.  
 
 
7   Conclusion and Future Suggestions 
This study has modeled the effectiveness of the 
LMS among university students based on the 
framework of TAM with LMS use as the mediation 
factor. LMS use has been found to have a significant 
effect in the mediation of two predictor variables 
with the LMS effectiveness, where the two predictor 
variables are student self-efficacy and student 
attitude. In other words, student self-efficacy and 
student attitude influence LMS use, which in turn, 
influences LMS efficiency. While student attitude 
has the highest effect on LMS use, perceived ease of 
use is deemed insignificant. Results also indicate 
that there is an insignificant mediation effect of 
LMS use between each of the two core variables of 
TAM and LMS efficiency. 

Since LMS use yields not only a significant 
positive impact but also a large impact on LMS 
effectiveness, this immensely strengthens the 
implication that the more the students embrace the 
LMS, the more they will find it effective. The 
implication is crucial to Malaysia as well as other 
developing countries towards understanding the 
relevancy of having students embrace the use of the 
LMS towards instilling student’s belief of the 
effectiveness of the LMS in their universities This 
understanding is deemed crucial for the success of 
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the national agenda of globalized online education 
in Malaysia. 

The resulting predictive accuracy for the LMS 
effectiveness obtained in this study indicates that 
approximately 30.5% of the variance of LMS 
effectiveness may be due to other variables that are 
not used in the study, thus giving the opportunity for 
further research in determining other variables 
contributing to LMS effectiveness. 

For this study, the participants in LMS are 
students from public universities in Malaysia. Our 
suggestion for future researchers is to utilize cross-
sectional surveys containing a larger population of 
students from a variety of developing nations. 
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